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Hostages’ Kin Say* Diplomacy Fails 

Shiite Reports No Progress 


By Nora ftouatany 

Spri mI U> Th** W.ishington P»*,t 


BEIRUT, July 30— Lebanon's highest Shiite Mos- 
*"!, religious authority. Sheik Mohammed Hussein 
radlallah. said in an interview today that he has made 
efforts to release seven Americ ans and four French- 
men being held captive here but that his efforts have 
been fruitless. He expressed fears that their fate may 
be beyond his control. 

Fadlallah, 50. the senior religious figure to Leba- 
non s 1 million Shiites after Iran's Ayatollah Kuhollah 
Khomeini, is also believed by some analysts to he the 
spiritual guide of Hezbollah (Party of God), an extrem- 
ist Shiite faction that held several of the Americans 
taken hostage in the hijacking in June of the Trans 
World Airlines plane. 

Fadlallah denies he holds (his position or has links 
to any faction, although he acknowledges that he has 
spec ial influence as a clerical le ader. He also denies 
any link to the hijackers. 

In a separate interview. Ghassan Seblani, a high- 
ranking official of the Shiite Moslem Amal movement 
which undertook negotiations on behalf of extremist 

Shiite activists who hijacked the TWA plane, said 
Syria has been embarrassed by delays in freeing 
of Lebanese prisoners held by Israel in exchange 
tor the June 30 release of the American crew and 
passengers. 

Seblani. a member of Amal's politburo and a 
u.S.-educated economist, said that what he 
called the piecemeal approach in letting the pris- 
oners go and repeated denials by the United 
States that any promise has been made for their 
release have upset Syria and Amal chief Nabih 
Berri. 

Israel has freed 400 of a total of 735 Lebanese 
and Palestinian prisoners whose release was de- 
manded by the hijackers. Fadlallah, who said the 
delay, was “not surprising,” said that what he 
called America’s failure to deliver on its own 
promises did not alter his earlier condemnation 
of kidnapings of foreigners and hijackings. 

_Fadlallah ma de a written app eal for the re- 
lease of French journalist Jean-Pad Kaufmann 
and research er MicherSeu rat last month 
■ng them as Orientalists and men of lettefS T 
I have int erfered with all mv strength to ob- 
tain the release of th e American journalist fAs- 
soaated Press corr espondent t erry A nderson I 
and Kaur mann, who is Jewish, but f have no t 
cpme_to_a ny positive result." Fadlallah said , 
speaking at his ho me in Bir Abed, where he es- 
caped a car bo mb assassinati on attemnt last 
March 8. — r 


My attempts to free the hostages are con- 
tinuing on more than one level, but I feel 1 d o not 
have di e capabilities to arrive at positiv e conclu- 
si ons," he said. “The matter is much de eper t han 
p eople imagi ne." 

Asked what the obstacles were, Fadlallah sug - 
gested that t he fate of the kidnaped westerners 
was linked to int elligence activities and in the 
*" 1-1 coun ^ es would not name . 

The problem of kidnapings in Lebanon is part 
of a war of intelligence services on the one hah? 
and it is also ta ntamount to messages and signal s 
between this and that state seeking to pressure 

c ertain sides, he said. 

This appeared to be an indirect reference to 
Syria, the major player in the Lebanese arena 
Fadlallah agreed that Syria could have a major 
rote in getting the kidnap victims released, but 
he-warned that the “process will not be easy." 

Seblani said that there appeared to be no in- 
clination to move toward the release of the seven 
Americans, kidnaped in Beirut over the last 17 
months, "if there is not a sort of payment." He 
said Washington should at least take a stand on 
Israel’s continued detention of 335 Lebanese 
prisoners and help in their return home. The 
United States has said that Israel’s transfer of 
the prisoners, captured in Lebanon, from that 
country into Israel was a violation of internation- 
al law. 

“We are not planning to push the United 
States into a corner by saying publicly there is a 
connection between the hijacking affair and 
Atlit," the Israeli prison where the captives are 
being held, Seblani said. He used a Lebanese 
proverb to illustrate his point: “We don't want to 
kill the watchman at the vineyards, we just want 
to eat the grapes.” 

He complained that Israeli patrols are arrest- 
ing more Lebanese residents weekly in southern 
Lebanon and urged that the United States “take 
a stand and do something.” 

“Any humanitarian action can only help in ac- 
celerating the release of the seven Americans." 
Seblani said. 

The Amal movement and Bern, its leader, 
reportedly received oral guarantees from Syria 
last month that Israel would respond to the re- 
lease of 39 American hostages from the hijacked 
TWA aircraft by freeing 735 prisoners from 
Atlit. The United States and Israel have repeat- 
edly denied that any such deal was made for the 
release of the TWA hostages. 

“The promise we got was through the Syr- 
ians, Seblani said. Now “they look like they have 
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